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THE WEATHER OF JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST

Warmest summer on record

It was the warmest sumnter on record
almost everywhere, with mean air
temperalures over two degrees above
normal in most places. Among the Jong-
term records broken were at Valentia
Observatory and al Dublin (Phoenix
Park), which both measured a mean ar
temperature of 16.6°C, the highest for

maost of the eastern half of the country, It June

was the driest summer on record at Matin 47y except on a
Head, Casement Aerodrome and Cork few days, very
Airport, while at Dublin (Phoenix Park) — warm and surmy

the summmer s total of just 65.1nmum was
the lowest since 1887, June and August
were parvticularly dry, but there were a

number of days during July which

in final week

over a century in each case. Temperatures  brought focalised downpours, often July
rose to around 30°C on a number of days  accompanied by thunder. Shannon . -
and nightime minima remained above Airport recorded 39.3mm on fuly 29th, ¥ Yo
15°C for much of the second half of July  the highest daily fal] of the season. For some Lo
and early August, Kilkenny had a total of  the fivst sunvmer in many years sunshine doenpours
27 days with temperatures in excess of was above normal everywhere, with
25°C compared with the normal Jor d; mean daily sunshine of over 6 hours in
the same station recordec the highest most phaces, [t was the sunniest summer
temperature of the summer with 30.8°C for at Jeast 25 years generally and the August
on Auguost 2nd, The lowest air sunniest since 1899 at Dublin (Phoenix onally d
S ) - B.XCC'PH(?N(I i ary,
temperature of the season, 2.1°C, was Park). There was virtually unbroken 4 v
recorded at Casement Aerodrome on sunghine over the country between the warm ant synny
Jume 12th, while Clones recorded the 21t and 29th of June, with daily totals of
towest grass mitimwn temperatuve of over 14 hours each day almaost
-2.9°C on June 13th. It was also an everywhere, Malin Head recorded 16.0
exceptionally dry summer, with less than  hotrs sunshine on June 26th, the highest
half the normat rainfall recorded over daily value of the season.
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SUMMER 1995 RANKS AS BEST EVER

Comparisors between summer weather of different years may be rather subjective depending on one's
particular memoties. The Poulter Index provides an objective measme of just how “good” or “bad” a
summer was by means of a fonmula-derived score for the summer based on meteorelogical parameters,
The Index works by taking the range of values of temperature, ratnfall and sunshine for the sununes
season of June, July and August over the whole peciod of a station’s record to produce weighting faciors
for each of the elements concernad, The mean temperature, total sunshine and rainfall for a particular
gummer are then multiplied by the appropriate weighting factor and summed to produce the Index,
The graphs bedow show the Poulter Indices for each summer at three of the Jongest recording stations in
the country. At Birr and Dublin (Phoenix Park), the Indsoes of 433 and 443 respectively for 1995 were
the highest in over a century of recording, while at Valentia Observatory the Incdex far 1995 of 425 was
the highest since 1955, Another leng-term station, Malin Head, with observations back t 1915, recorded
its highest cver value of 435. The graphs also show that 1912 was the worst summer on record at both
firr and Dublin (Phoenix Park), while at Valeniia Observatory this dublous honour is held by 1985,
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