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Heavy Snowfalls of 1917

The great Irish snowfall of January 25th and 26th lay persistently on the ground till February
18th. At Ballinacurra near Cork the measurement on the 24th was 52mm and on the 25th
19mm and at Seskin the total amount of snow on 25th and 26th yielded, when melted, 47 mm
of water. 1mm of water is equivalent to 1.2cm of snow. On 25th the wind strengthened to a
gale in the south of Ireland, when there were heavy falls of snow covering the ground to a
depth of a foot or more.
An even more severe snow storm struck on the 1st April 1917. Many places were cut off for
several days. Snow lay to an estimated depth of 1.3 m with drifts of 3.0 m. In 1917 falls in
Ireland, at least in the south and west, were the heaviest since February, 1892, and probably
the heaviest in the whole 50 years (back to 1876).

21/1/1917 – 27/1/1917

The prevailing northeast to east or southeast winds were frequently strong or high, and
locally attained the force of a gale. Over Great Britain generally there was little or no snow,
but during the latter half of the week unusually heavy falls occurred in Ireland, mainly in the
south. At Seskin, the fall on the 25th yielded 25mm of water, this was followed by 22mm on
26th and about 10mm on the 27th. The drifts were nearly 3 metres deep, and the average depth
on level ground was at least 30cm. Over a large area in Ireland railway traffic was stopped
owing to the heavy snow.

28/1/1917 to 3/2/1917

The low maximum temperatures prevented the snow which had fallen during the preceding
week from thawing to any considerable extent, and it was reported from Seskin, that the byeroads in that neighbourhood were still impassable, though traffic carried on, with difficulty
on the main roads. Little fresh snow fell during the week.

Below is a vivid insight into the extreme rigour of the season in south-central Ireland ,
published in Symon’s Meteorological Magazine.

