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Stormy February
Wettest Ever

It was one of the worst Februaries ever, both in Ireland
and across much of Northern Europe. A succession of
Atlantic storms swepl across the country, making it the
wettest on record almost everywhere and the windiest
February in many places too. On the brighter side,
however, although the month ended on a very cold,
wintry note, overall it was quile mild.

e
it

=

A e

s

-
R

A street undar waler i Clonmel o Wednssay the 7 (phola. Iish Independan

Weather . eeenenn2
Rainfall....cicnenen B
Temperature.......u..6
SUNSAINE....cmrraemsienans T
Table.. i 10

FEATURE

Winter of
FRL T TR 8




WEATHER

Very windy,
very wet

The wind rately relented
throughout the month of
February. A seeningly
unending series of vigorous
Atlantic depressions affected
the country, tracking closer to
Ireland than usual, and
bringing prolonged periods
of heavy rain that caused
widespread flooding at times.
The worst windstorms were
assoclated with deepening
low pressure areas passing
close to the north of Ireland
omn the 1st and on the 26th,
and right over the north of
Ireland on the 11th.

W spent mitich of the month in
mmild but cloudy airmasses but
there were smine colder perfods
with sgually showers, such as on
2nd, 10th, Z1st and the period
2oth <27th, Omnthe 21statrough
crossing the country caused
thundery showers which

Haletile pelive iaken on the 14, The
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Trigh wincls 2ssariarad with 1ng low [ressive vea

over iatand, soing te read for e manth, (heio: Univargily of Dundsa)

praduced viclous squalls in a
stuation where the pressune
gradient was relatively slack.
From the 4thto the 7th, on the
19th and on the 23rd and 24th,
frontal rain belts became showe-
moving over the country and
developing wave depressions an
the frants gave heavy rain over a
fatrly wide area as they moved
northeastwards, The strong and
gusty winds of the 4th/Sth, the
13th and the 18th-215t occurred
when the low centres followed a
track more to the nerth of Ireland
O the 28th, after a few days in a
cald, showery westerly, a
depression moved east across the
centre of the country bringlng the
most prolanged snowfalls of the
winter to the north and west. A
cold northwesterly wind

fellowed the passage of the
dapression, providing & very
wintkry end to an otherwise mild
month,

Apart from the |1ealu}' raim and
consequent flooding, it was the
frequency and duration of strong
winds that was the most notable
feature of the month, The
nupber of diys with gales has
heen way in excess of the
February averages and at some
stations the highest on recond,
The number of days with pale
gusts has also been very high.
Malin Head had gale gusts every
day of the monih, Belrmullet on
all but one day. Most stations
had between 20 and 26 days with
gale pusts. A further indicalion
of the severily of the month's

winds is the number of days with
gusts of 40 knots or more, which
gel all-lime records at a number
of stations, Belmullet and Malin
Head had 14 such days.
Cahirclveen, Cork Alrpot,
Cazement Aerodrome and
Eoche'’s Point had between 6 and
% days, while the remairing
stations had gusts equal to or in
excess of G0 knols on belween 1
and 4 days during the month,

All stations reported gale pusts
i the periods 15t - 2nd, 4tk - 5th,
10th - 13th, 17th - 21st and 25th -
28th. Om Sunday the 4th, winds
of gale force and above blew for
Ieng periods ata number of
stations; gale force winds blew
for 22 consecutive hours at Cork
Adrport, The 6th and the Tth
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were, relatively speaking, less
windy, and on the 9th a majority
of stations escaped without gale
gusts. The pericd from the T4th
to the T6th was the least windy.

The highest gust of the mosth,
81 knots, was recorded at Clones
o1t the 26th, setting a new record
thete fot the month of February,
Particularly strong winds wern
alao recorded in the Dublin area
on the night of the 25th /246th,
The mean 0-minute wind speed
of 54 knots {stormm force 10)
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g ared siowers, iicday on ihe
B (phota: University of Dundee)
recorded that night at Casement

Aeradrome, sets another new
wind record for February

The signiflcant point about last
month's winds, however, is not so
mmuch the absalute records that
were broken but rather the fact
that such strong winds blew
withowt ruch let-up for such a
long period. The maximutm gust
for the month of Febmary 1989
was higher at 86 knots, but the
numbers of days with gales, gale
pusts and gusts of 60 knots or
more was much less. Major
windstorms also occurred on the
1st and 9th of February 1988,
during which many areas had 20
to 24 hours with mean speeds
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of at least gale force and
Belrmallet had § hours of storin
force winds, The masdmum gust
was 53 knots.

Thunder was reporied last
migntth on the 2nd, 10th, 2th,
21st, 231d and the 28t Tt
eoctrred mainly in the south and
west of the country.  Rosslane
escaped without any snow at all
during February but elsewhere
there were from 1 to 13 days of
snowe or sleet, usually in the form
of wintry showers, northern and
western areas being the worsl
affected. Hail mainly aflecied
the northwest, where there were
between 15 amd 19 days with hail.
Elspwhere it ranged (rom 1 or 11
in the west to onky T or 2 in the
midlands, east and south, There
wiag vry Tittle fog during the
maonth. Cork Aivpart had 5 days
with fog, while most other
stations had no fog atall. The
dates with some fog were the 7th,
14th, 16th, 23nd, 24th and 28th.
At least the weather clearad on
tha evening of Friday the 5th to
allow many of us a clear view ol
the lunar
eclipsel

A fad
scena fom
fhe outskirls
of Limerick
o e §1,
fypical of
many parts
of the
country fhat
day.
{phalo:
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Raintall amourds in milimetres

Wettest on record
in many places

It was a very wet month,
both in terms of the amounts
of rain that fell and the
duration of the rain, A
number of stations in the
midlands and west received
more than three times their
normal February rainfall,

Only along southern and
southwestern coasts was there
less than twice normal rainfalfl, 1t
was the wetlest February on
record in much of the midlands,
north ad west. Elsewlhone it was
the wettest between 8 and 13
vears. Claremorris was the
wettest spot, measuring a lotal of
251 om of rain. Anumber of
other stations alse exceeded
200gm, Over to the cast
however, Rosslare’s todal for the

RAINFALL

month was enly 107 mm,
although that still amounts Lo
150% of the February nonmnal
there. A dry day was a rare event
in mosk parts. Cork Adrport had
some rain every day of the
maonth. Most stations only had
froan 1 to 5 dry days, although
apain Lthe east did slightly better,
with 7 dry days at Rosslare and 9
at Publin Afrport.

The 9l and the 22nd were the
driest days; the weller periods
were [he 1si, the 4bh-7ih, 10th-
Tdthy, 17th-190 and the 23rd 1o
the 28th. Many stations recorded
their heaviest daily falls on the
Gth and Yth. Mullingar's total of
38.7 mim thal day was the highest
for the month and set a rew
record there for the month of
February, Shnilar February
records were also
set that day in Birm,
Clones, Galway
and Shannon.

2671

1501
SCALE n

HlE E8

sst

Rainiall
percentage of 1951-80 normals




